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2017-2018 Dissertation
Writing Contest Winners
and Finalists Awarded

O

n March 23, 2018, the Foundation for Liberty
and Prosperity held its Awards Ceremony
at the Ateneo Professional Schools Auditorium in
Rockwell Center Makati to recognize the awardees of
its first-ever Dissertation Writing Contest (School
Year 2017-2018), a program co-sponsored by the
Ayala Coporation and supported by the Philippine
Association of Law Schools (PALS).
Raphael Lorenzo A. Pangalangan, now a
graduate student of the Oxford University and the
University of the Philippines (UP), was awarded
first prize. He won PhP 300,000 cash and a plaque
of recognition for his entry “Enforcing Liberty and
Prosperity through the Courts of Law: A Shift in
Legal Thought from Juridification to Judicialization”.
For her entry: “Liberty and Prosperity in
the Digital Age: Determining the Proper Treatment
of Online Intermediaries in Light of the United
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights”, Tess Marie P. Tan was awarded second
place. She received PhP 200,000 cash plus a plaque
of recognition. She is on her final year of law studies
at the University of San Carlos in Cebu City.
The two bested four other finalists: Rexlyn
Anne M. Evora (Polytechnic University of the
Philippines), Helen May M. Frias (Far Eastern
University), Janine Faye A. Napoles (Centro Escolar
University), and Joben Mariz T. Odulio (Ateneo de
Manila University), who each received PhP 20,000
and a certificate of recognition.
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(L-R) Raphael Lorenzo A. Pangalangan, Rexlyn Anne M. Evora,
Atty. Solomon M. Hermosura, Supreme Court Senior Justice
Presbitero J. Velasco, Jr., FLP Chairman and retired Chief Justice
Artemio V. Panganiban, Tess Marie P. Tan, Joben Mariz T. Odulio,
Janine Faye A. Napoles, and Helen May M. Frias

On behalf of all the awardees, Pangalangan
delivered his acceptance speech titled “Liberty and
Prosperity: In Doctrine, In Practice”. He emphasized
the importance of visionary leadership in legal
practice and law, and even mentioned several
“biggest names in jurisprudence” as inspiration.
The Dissertation Writing Contest winners
were selected by the 2017-2018 FLP Board of
Judges composed of: Supreme Court Senior Justice
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Two Winning
Dissertations at a Glance:
Abstracts by Raphael Lorenzo A. Pangalangan
and Tess Marie P. Tan

T

o apply the principle of “liberty and prosperity
under the rule of law” into academic work
may prove daunting for some. While ripe
in terms of its philosophical underpinnings, as an
academic theory (much less a discipline) it has yet to
develop in breadth and depth.
Hence, the two winners of FLP’s first-ever
dissertation writing contest deserve recognition for
their scholarly works that contribute to the deeper
understanding of FLP’s tenets.
For Raphael Lorenzo A. Pangalangan, the
twin beacons of liberty and prosperity is a means
to approach “uncommon justice”, in that the twin
principle “recognizes how civil and political rights
are tightly intertwined with social and economic
relations—how freedom from fear necessitates
freedom from want.” In his dissertation entry
titled “Enforcing Liberty and Prosperity through
the Courts of Law: A Shift in Legal Thought from
Juridification to Judicialization”, he eloquently
and ultimately argues that it is imperative for any
traditional doctrine—the Philippine Constitution,
for instance—to eventually “give way to allow the
judiciary to continue with its plight against new
forms of abuse whether within the public or private
spheres.” His dissertation abstract reads:
“Human Rights may be divided into two
broad categories: liberty, which embraces civil
and political freedoms, and prosperity, which
embodies social and economic rights. Both liberty
and prosperity have long been adopted in the
Philippines; entrenched in legal doctrine, yet
compromised in practice. While the Philippines
may have juridified both liberty and prosperity
through the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant of
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the latter is
demoted as mere aspiration in municipal law
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absent enabling legislation. But the safeguard and
nurture of liberty and prosperity require more
than legislative action, they necessitate a shift in
judicial thought. It is the purpose of this paper
to redefine the judiciary’s role in enforcing civil,
political, social, and economic rights; elevating
the proverbial second generational rights as
justiciable rights within the Philippine legal
system. To this end, this paper will seek to expand
fundamental guarantees against non-state actors
by abandoning the state action threshold. Though
Philippine constitutional tradition presumes that
the state is the only threat to liberty and prosperity,
today even non-state actors wield the power to
deprive without due process of law. This paper
will thus look at social paradigms in which liberty
and prosperity are applied vis-à-vis the tripartite
duties of the state as enshrined in the Maastricht
Guidelines—i.e., the duties to respect, protect, and
fulfill. By ascertaining legal concepts that erode
the state action requirement, this paper seeks to
identify various approaches in protecting liberty
and prosperity within the private sphere.”

Pangalangan concludes his dissertation
by weighing why the arguably “undemocratic”
function of the judiciary is in many ways its own
means, “necessary” as he argued, to “compensate
for the flaws of democracy”.
Meanwhile, Tess Marie P. Tan takes a
stride further by proposing an analysis of the
digital age using the lens of liberty and prosperity
under the rule of law. One main argument in her
dissertation titled “Liberty and Prosperity in the
Digital Age: Determining the Proper Treatment
of Online Intermediaries in Light of the United
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights” is that the way to safeguard lawfulness
in today’s transforming media landscape where
emerging new forms of online communication and
information gateways necessitates not only a strong
understanding of the law but also, more importantly,
an awareness of the responsibilities concomitant
to the political economy that encompass the
businesses and the online intermediaries running
these interconnected spheres of data. In other

continued from page 1...

Dissertation Writing Contest Winners

words, the function of online intermediaries entails
the obligation to protect freedom of expression and
regulate the same in order to curb online abuse.
Her dissertation abstract reads:
“The Internet is part of today’s daily life. It is
where we get the news, connect with friends and
family, conduct business, or simply unwind. It
has become a transformative tool for commerce
and communication, providing a dynamic
avenue for businesses to grow, and rights to be
exercised. However, because of the wide reach
of the Internet, its benefits do not come without
risks. Due to its inherent connectivity with the
entire world, violations of individual liberties
often produce irreversible consequences, with
trans-border impact. This puts the players in the
digital ecosystem at risk of incurring financial and
reputational repercussions.
This paper inquires into the responsibility of
businesses for violations of human rights done
online. In this present age where liberty and
prosperity are so uniquely intertwined in the
digital landscape, this dissertation explores how
the rule of law strikes a balance between human
rights and business using the United Nations
(UN) Guiding Principles.” •
Program co-sponsor:

Presbitero J. Velasco, Jr., chairman, former Education
Secretary Edilberto C. de Jesus, Ayala Corporation
General Counsel Solomon M. Hermosura, PALS
President and Ateneo Law School Dean Sedfrey M.
Candelaria, and Law Professor Tanya Lat, members.
The FLP Dissertation Writing Contest
aims to augment existing literature on FLP’s core
philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the rule
of law. The contest is open to third year and fourthyear law students and those taking Master of Laws.
Entries were judged based on the following:
(1) the choice of subject matter, as measured
by its significance, relevance, and timeliness;
(2) the amount of work and effort, as measured
by the entry’s comprehensiveness and analysis;
(3) the quality of the legal analysis, as measured by
its innovativeness, objectivity, depth, exposition and
coherence; and (4) the writing quality, as measured
by clarity of expression, brevity, and literary
construction.
Ayala Group is the country’s long-standing
partner in the pursuit for progress and nation
building, developing businesses that transform
industries, challenging the status quo, and bringing
innovations in the Philippines and abroad that
contribute to the nation’s social and economic
agenda. Visit www.ayala.com.ph for more info. •

Dissertation Writing Board of Judges with FLP Officers: (L-R)
Ayala Corporation General Counsel Solomon M. Hermosura,
incumbent PALS President and Ateneo Law School DeanSedfrey
M. Candelaria, FLP Chairman and retired Chief Justice Artemio V.
Panganiban, Supreme Court Senior Justice Presbitero J. Velasco,
Jr. (chairman of the board of judges), former Education Secretary
and FLP Trustee Dr. Edilberto C. De Jesus, Law Professor and FLP
Executive Vice President Tanya A. Lat, and FLP Executive Director
Susana N. Gavino
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21 FLP Law Scholars Awarded
by Acting Chief Justice Carpio
at the FLP Awards Ceremony

S

upreme Court Acting Chief Justice Antonio T.
Carpio graced the Foundation for Liberty and
Prosperity Awards Ceremony on March 23,
2018 at the Ateneo Professional Schools Auditorium
in Rockwell Center, Makati City. As guest of honor,
he awarded the 21 law scholars of the Foundation
for Liberty and Prosperity (FLP) in partnership with
the Tan Yan Kee Foundation (TYKF) for the FLP
Legal Scholarship Program (School Year 2017-2018).
As invited speaker, he delivered his message titled
“A Culture of Respect for, and Understanding of,
International Law“.
Of the 21 scholarships, ten were awarded
to 3rd year law students as follows: Leo Francis
Abot (Ateneo de Manila), John Anthony Almerino
(University of San Carlos), Arvin Paolo Cortez
(Ateneo de Manila), Mikael Gabrielle Ilao (University
of the Cordilleras), Kenneth Glenn Manuel (UST),
King Anthony Perez (University of Cebu), Josiah
David Quising (FEU), Jun Dexter Rojas (PUP),
Julienne Therese Salvacion (San Beda – Manila) and
Ma. Vida Malaya Villarico (PUP).
Eleven were awarded to 4th year law
students, namely: Karina Mae Badua (UST), Sean
James Borja (Ateneo de Manila), Kaycelle Ann
Castillo (FEU), Ervin Fredrick Dy (UP), Rexlyn
Anne Evora (PUP), Katrina Monica Gaw (Ateneo
de Manila), Nigel Carmelo Reago (De La Salle
University), Jose Angelo Tiglao (De La Salle
University), Summerson Macasarte (St. Thomas
More), Althea Vergara (University of San Carlos),
and Vanessa Gloria Vergara (Ateneo de Manila).
Jose Angelo Tiglao delivered his acceptance
speech on behalf of his fellow FLP scholars.
Each of the scholars received P200,000,
divided into P100,000 maximum for tuition, P20,000
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for books, and P80,000 for monthly stipends. The
FLP scholars were selected based on academic
merit and their ability to propagate and espouse
the FLP’s philosophy of liberty and prosperity
under the rule of law.
Retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban
closed the program with a message titled “Hail to
the New FLP Scholars and Winners.” His speech is
also accessible via his personal website.
Parents, friends, and colleagues of the newly
inducted batch of scholars attended the event and
were given a warm round of applause following the
sincere praise offered by FLP Chairman and retired
Chief Justice Paganiban during his closing speech.
He then announced the new exclusive program
available to all previous and present scholars and
dissertation winners and finalists: cash awards

FLP 2017-2018 Scholarship Program Board of Judges:
(L-R) FLP Trustee and Corporate Secretary Joel J. Gregorio, former
Education Secretary and FLP Trustee Dr. Edilberto C. De Jesus,
Supreme Court Acting Chief Justice Carpio (chairman of the board
of judges), incumbent PALS President and Ateneo Law School
Dean Sedfrey M. Candelaria, and representative from Tan Yan Kee
Foundation Ms. Elizabeth Alba

Supreme Court Acting Chief Justice Carpio hands the award to a
scholar, assisted by Tan Yan Kee Foundation executive Ms. Elizabeth
Alba. FLP Chairman and retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban
awards the scholar with copies of his books: “Summa” and “With
Due Respect”. (Image credits to Dennis Capulong photography)

for each student who will graduate with Latin honors,
whether summa, magna or cum laude. In addition, an
even bigger cash prize shall be awarded to those
who emerges as bar topnotchers in the forthcoming
bar examinations.
The Legal Scholarship Program is sponsored
by FLP with a financial grant from the Tan Yan
Kee Foundation (TYKF) and co-sponsored by the
Philippine Association of Law Schools (PALS).
Acting Chief Justice Carpio headed the
Board of Judges which selected the scholars.
The members were: former Education Secretary
Edilberto C. de Jesus, TYKF Executive Elizabeth
Alba, PALS President and Ateneo Law Dean Sedfrey
M. Candelaria, and Atty. Joel J. Gregorio, members.
All the members of the board of judges were present
during the Awards Ceremony.
The FLP Legal Scholarship Program is meritbased and aims to look for the best and the brightest
law students in the country — open to all third
and fourth year students of law schools that have
obtained a percentage of passing above the overall
average percentage of passing in bar exams based
on the statistical data from the Office of the Bar
Confidant of the Supreme Court.
To qualify, the grantees must be (1) incumbent
3rd or 4th year students in one of the eligible law

schools, (2) among the top 20 of the batch in their
respective schools, (3) have a cumulative average
not lower than 85% or 2.25 for the immediately
preceding school year, (4) no dropped subject
and no grade lower than 75% or 3.0, and (5) have
enrolled and completed the full load for each school
year. They must also submit an essay on the FLP’s
philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the rule
of law and how he/she will apply the philosophy in
his/her legal career.
The open call and all information on
the FLP scholarship program are announced on
the official website of the Foundation as well
as on social media to reach the wider public,
especially those that are not based in Manila.
Currently, the Facebook page of the Foundation
(@libprosfoundation) has 880 total followers
and counting. Posters and printed flyers are also
delivered and disseminated to all the qualifying law
schools nationwide.

The Tan Yan Kee Foundation is the
corporate social responsibility arm of the Lucio
Tan Group of Companies. It approaches corporate
social responsibility from a holistic commitment
framework targeting education; culture and sports;
health and social welfare including environmental
concerns; research; and manpower development.
For details, please visit www.tanyankee.org. •
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Profiles of the

FLP SCHOLARS
A.Y. 2017-2018
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Updates on the FLP
Professorial Chairs:
Public Lectures
at ADMU and PUP

D

ean Sedfrey M. Candelaria of Ateneo de
Manila University School of Law delivered his
4th public lecture on April 21, 2018. As one of
the holders of the FLP Professorial Chairs program on
an extended term, he has delivered the most number
of outputs among his co-holders. His lecture titled
“Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Context
of the Peace Process with the CPP-NPA-NDFP:
Issues and Concerns” provided perspectives into the
contentious issues of the ongoing peace process which
require public deliberation as the negotiations hopefully
progress in the near future. In his new inquiry which
recalls the Hague Declaration of 1992, the dynamics
of negotiations and achieving compromises by both
parties were emphasized, with emphasis on the
following: (a) Agrarian and Rural Development; (b)
Rural Industrialization; (c) National Industrialization;
(d) Environmental Protection; (e) Rights of Various
Sectors (e.g. working people, women, children, elderly,
disabled, indigenous peoples, et cetera); and, (f) Policy
on Foreign Economic Relations.

Meanwhile, on May 12, 2018, newly-appointed
professorial chair holder Dean Gemy Lito L. Festin of
the Polytechnic University of the Philippines College
of Law delivered his professorial lecture “‘Tutelary
Rules Principle’ as Legal Tool for Easing Economic
Rights’ Access to Justice in the Philippines”. For
bringing the FLP philosophy into the PUP limelight,
Dean Festin garnered positive reactions and
accolades from students and faculty alike.
Dean Festin’s lecture revolved around the
present condition of access to justice concerning
the enforceability of Constitutionally-guaranteed
economic rights in the Philippine legal system.
According to him, for a long time, the legal
debate concerning rule of law has been focused
on safeguarding the people’s liberties with a
consequent implication of placing economic rights
in the backburner. While the Philippine legal system
has given preference on civil and political rights
over economic rights rightfully so, he argued that
this present bifurcation of rights should not be the
case considering the interdependence principle
governing the treatment of these two sets of rights.
Reactions on Dean Festin’s points were then

Dean Festin delivering his lecture at PUP Law

Dean Candelaria receiving his honorarium
from FLP Chairman and retired CJ Panganiban
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continued from page 7...
offered by Makati Regional Trial Court Branch
66 Presiding Judge Joselito C. Villarosa, Deputy
Director for Special Projects of the Integrated Bar
of the Philippines National Center for Legal Aid
Atty. Rosalie J. dela Cruz-Cada, and Office of the
Ombudsman Graft Prosecutor Atty. Arnold C.
Bayobay. According to Judge Villarosa, “the total
liberation of the people entails not merely giving
them freedom of movement or freedom from
arbitrary detention. In order to liberate the people,
there is need to also focus on their economic needs.
The economic well-being of the people is enshrined
under various international instruments of which the
Philippine state is a signatory.” He then emphasized
that while there are already laws for this purpose,
yet the “Philippines is still reluctant in affording
these economic rights the status of an enforceable
right, thereby denying them of their access to justice
concerning these same rights.” On the other hand,
Atty. dela Cruz-Cada agreed with Dean Festin on his
proposal for the tutelary rules to be utilized in the

enforcement of economic right. She argued that these
rules “will help particularly the disadvantaged and
marginalized individuals and groups, indigenous
peoples, persons with disabilities and people
living in poverty to finally realize, if not increase,
enjoyment of economic rights.” However, corruption
in government is the main reason, she stressed, why
existing rules are weakly implemented. Her comment,
thus, resonates with Judge Villarosa’s reaction.
Lastly, Atty. Bayobay opined in conclusion that the
tutelary system may prove possible only when
“a complete overhaul of the principles [in the
Constitution, for example] such as the separation on
how we demand rights”.
The Chief Justice Panganiban Professorial
Chairs on Liberty and Prosperity is currently on
its 6th year, and is co-sponsored by the Metrobank
Foundation. It is also undertaken in cooperation
with the Philippine Association of Law Schoools
(PALS) and supported by the home universities of
the holders of the professorial chairs. •

Visit www.libpros.com and subscribe to our online mailing
list to instantly receive our newsletter (as well as our annual
report) via email. Your email is strictly kept confidential. •
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