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The prosperity of the people of the world requires as much nurturing in the 

present century as that accorded to liberty in the past. 

    -Retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban 

The acknowledgement and acceptance of certain truths is the catalyst of the 

change we want to see in our society and in the world. One of which is that the past 

should not be forgotten. Instead, it must be utilized in order to create the future we 

all want to look forward to and be part of. From learning through experience and 

growing in wisdom, the good Justice draws another irrefutable truth and a timeless 

philosophy. Liberty and prosperity in a society means justice and jobs; freedom and 

food; peace and development; one is useless without the other. Liberty and 

prosperity are ends and goals. And the way to achieve them should be the rule of 

law.  

From this, Justice Panganiban drew his philosophy and led his advocacy of 

safeguarding liberty and nurturing prosperity under the rule of law. The wisdom 

behind these words is the call of action to maximize not only our civil and political 

freedoms but also our economic and social rights in order to stir our society to a 

developmental growth, where both the government and private sector can work 

together. A level playing field, created under a stable judicial system and just and 

reasonable laws, rules, and regulations, minimizes abuses and infirmities and temper 

inequalities to ensure that no person is deprived of life, liberty, or property without 

due process of law, while in the pursuit of seizing opportunities and improving the 

standard of living.  

Balancing the Scale with Watchful Eyes 

 When societies attempt to get the best of both worlds― freedom and wealth, 

there are certain interests that clash. With the many innovations and emerging 

breakthroughs of the past and the present century, more and more avenues for 

progress can be grasped not only by nations but also by every individual. With 

resources at our fingertips, gaining access to them and actually using them in order 

to elevate our economic status and our life becomes easier. However, reality tells us 

that whoever has access to these resources and whoever takes hold of these assets 

first are more likely to be the people who are more innately capable, i.e., the affluent 

or those who may not be affluent but have connections. Thus, the poor and the 

underprivileged are left to deal with what remained of such resource; more often, 

they are left merely with scraps and of what’s left after the privileged have gotten 



their share.   

The philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the rule of law recognizes this 

certainty of our human nature. While I think that while the rule of law can strike a 

balance between safeguarding our liberties from unreasonable governmental 

intrusions and nurturing our prosperity by acknowledging the wisdom of our 

policymakers in pursuing national goals, each of us must embody the ultimate model 

of justice, Lady justice herself.  

While it is upon the courts and our judicial system to wear the blindfold of 

Lady Justice as a metonymic token of impartiality and objectivity, the citizens 

themselves, who are governed by the rule of law, must serve as the watchful eyes of 

justice in order to fully realize the potential of Justice Panganiban’s philosophy. 

As the primary stakeholders and recipients of our nation’s actions, we must 

not only be obliged to follow the laws imposed upon us; but we owe it to ourselves 

to become vigilant so that the law is not used against the people. We should not 

permit ourselves to live and get used to the effects of the unjust policies that are 

detrimental to our prosperity and fundamental rights. While obedience of the law 

takes no exception, we can still ensure that the pre-agreed rules and procedures 

imposed upon us answer the call of times and effectively address the different 

circumstances of every contributor of progress. 

Despite the fact that we are all born under different circumstances, each and 

every one of us can actually move forward together on our own pace and look out 

for each other, without trampling on anyone. We take responsibility and proactive 

action in the governance of our society and our nation.   

With watchful eyes on the effects of the policies imposed, the true essence of 

the rule of law is realized – capacitating the people while still within the boundaries 

of social order and humanity. In this lens, violations of the rules can be reduced 

because neither the people nor the government will no longer ignore the rule of law 

and belittle due process because we police each other. By doing so, the authority and 

respect to the law is upheld and obedience to the law is not out of fear of punishment 

but of the desire to justly enforce the same and serve its intents.  

Saving the Fish 

 Within an efficient and working system of checks and balances in the realm 

of development, tools and resources equip the people of becoming their own 

champions of prosperity, capacitate them to actively participate in innovations, and 

make impactful breakthroughs that can also improve our nation’s conditions. The 

range of how people access these can be predetermined by their initial social status, 

which can also cause disparities and tip the scale of opportunities. However, a greater 



problem may arise when people can no longer utilize resources to help unleash their 

entrepreneurial ingenuity because none remains. 

  Confucius said: “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach him to 

fish and you feed him for a lifetime.” But despite teaching a man how to fish, giving 

him the knowledge and skills to efficiently and freely sail, and providing him a place 

to sell his catch, the oceans have been emptied of fishes. Why? Policies of the present 

and even remnants of the past have contributed to the depletion of the world’s finite 

resources for the current and future generations. We may have the capabilities and 

the avenue to prosper but none of the means to do so.  

This goes beyond the concept of economics because what we also have to 

consider and put into the spotlight is the need for environmental preservation and 

protection. The current reduction of our finite resources and the environmental 

problems challenges the Philippines and the whole global community. We all depend 

on nature’s provisions for economic growth and we need it more than it needs us.  

While the Philippines is becoming more competitive in the global market in the 

import and export of goods and services and as it becomes more open to the entry of 

investments, many of our natural resources are already fully exhausted. Not to 

mention most natural products are being commercialized to the point that our own 

crops become extinct and some assets have depreciated because of the repercussions 

of pollution.   

Therefore, while the government undertakes expanding the areas of economic 

growth to future generations of Filipinos, the policies that our lawmakers and 

representatives pass must not compromise the environmental quality and the 

carrying capacity of our resources to our demands. As much as we want our nation 

to upgrade its standards of living, the environment must also be of equal priority in 

our progress. Growth does not happen overnight and so does the recovery of our 

environment.  

As a country, we can only give as much as we have to the global community. 

We can only do so if our growth is not only human-centered but more inclusive and 

integrated to include environmental preservation and respect. I think that this is the 

best way to share prosperity in the global community.  

Dream Deep 

I once read an article written by Daryl Pasion in his column in the Philippine 

Inquirer ― Young Blood, the statement, “To teach our children ‘mangarap nang 

malalim’ is to give them not wings to fly, but roots to grow. Imagine if dreams are 

fueled by strong emotions, longing and desire.” 

Since then, my study of the law has been guided by these powerful words. I 



strived to direct every action and step I take towards my vision of becoming a lawyer, 

who can democratize and humanize the abstract language of the law. By staying true 

to my own mantra and principle in life of dreaming deep, I firmly and humbly 

believe that I can promote the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the rule of 

law, as a student, who will carry it through my legal career. However, thinking about 

it is the first step, doing something about it is the second and bigger step.  

Truth be told, I entered law school just because I want to achieve my dream 

of becoming a lawyer. I had no vision of the kind of lawyer I want to become. Yet I 

persevered and grabbed the opportunities that my legal journey has opened for me 

in order to find my path. I want and strive to become a lawyer no longer because of 

what I want to be, but because of what I want to give. I want to empower other people 

with the law and make justice accessible to those who need it the most.  

As a law student, I study the laws and jurisprudence in order to delve into the 

intent of our lawmakers and learn from the Supreme Court’s decisions. On top of 

these I must also be able to question such decisions and laws in order to better 

understand the social and legal context as to why such were promulgated. The law 

is more than a plain white and black canvass. Lives, property, and liberty are actually 

enclosed and at stake within those letters.  

Thus, the best way to promote the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under 

the rule of law is for me to take the law out of the books and bring it to the people. 

As Justice Panganiban said, to create wealth and to share prosperity is to unleash the 

entrepreneurial genius of people by granting them the freedom and tools to help 

themselves and society. I am privileged to have the opportunity to study and master 

the law. And to impart such knowledge is to share the fortune of knowing the law.  

One will only know what he has, as to rights, duties, and opportunities, and 

what to do with these when he or she is legally empowered. If I am able to efficiently 

explain the law or even assist a lay person on her legal concerns using the law, and 

that same person meets another who was able to also effectively and intelligently 

converse legal issues with another lawyer or layman, then it ripples until our society 

breaks the traditional attorney-client relationship. When lawyers become partners of 

the people, justice is served and the law is upheld WITH the people.  

As a future legal practitioner, I want to hold on and personify the timeless 

phrase of “walking the talk” to promote Justice Panganiban’s philosophy. Nothing 

speaks louder than our actions. As legal empowerment is an essential component of 

safeguarding liberty and nurturing prosperity, I want to explore into alternative 

lawyering. Or even if the tides will take me into a different specialization of law, 

exposing myself to different sectors and climates, and personally interacting and 

being on the forefront of events is one important thing that I want to continue in my 



legal practice.  

To recognize that we all have our own purpose and niche in society, we can 

all have a common ground, which is the rule of law. It is true that in cases involving 

liberty, justice weighs heavily against the government and in cases involving 

prosperity and developmental issues, the courts’ deference is generally accorded to 

the political branches of the government. But the responsibility of being the guardian 

of the people’s rights is no longer expected solely from the State and the judiciary, 

but similarly from the legal community and the legally empowered society. 

If our dreams grow roots, we can create a firm foundation where our beliefs 

and visions can become real. Roots can reach the farthest surface and deepest depths 

of the soil. Trees, no matter how tall they grow, remain grounded. Similar to us as 

human beings, no matter how high we can climb up in the ladder of society, or how 

much we can progress as a nation or as a person, we must always remain grounded. 

So that when we fall or fail while we shape and achieve our dreams, it will not hurt 

as much and we can always get back up, because we never left the ground on the 

first place. I think this is similar to the truth that we must not forget our past because 

in both instances we are always humbled while we take every step towards our better 

tomorrow.  

 

 


