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Introduction 

 

According to Mastin (2009), philosophy is the search for knowledge, truth, 

and evaluation of human conduct.1 In this view, people look for what is correct by 

verifying the knowledge that they learn and trying to identify the best set of human 

actions to be followed to promote a just and orderly self and society. Philosophy 

guides people in determining their goals and aspirations in life. It serves as a compass 

in crafting decisions and delivering actions through ethical considerations. 

Interestingly, different philosophies shape the creation of laws and the development 

of court decisions. 

 

Without a clear philosophy and law, persons will be confused as to the 

meaning of their lives and the purposes of their existence. Thus, people must know 

their philosophy and live up to it for a well-guided and principled life. Given the 

importance of philosophy, it is important to explore different philosophies that will 

help us personally and for our community and, eventually, the country. One of them 

is the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the rule of law. 

 

This essay revolves around my understanding of the philosophy of liberty and 

prosperity under the rule of law. As I apply this philosophy to some of today’s 

current issues and how as a teacher, a student of law, and a future member of the bar, 

I can help contribute to the society by championing prosperity and liberty under the 

rule of law. 

 

 

The Philosophy of Liberty and Prosperity Under the Rule of Law 

 

To understand the broad definition of Philosophy of Liberty and Prosperity 

under the Rule of Law, one should understand the connection between philosophy 

and the law. Philosophy serves as a guiding principle for one to decide and perform 

such actions through knowledge, experience, and possibly ethical considerations.  

On the other hand, the law is “a rule and measure of acts, whereby man is induced 

 
1 Mastin, L. (2009) The Basics of Philosophy. Retrieved from Philosophy Basics: 

http://www.philosophybasics.com/general_whatis.html  



to act or is restrained from acting.”2 In essence, the relationship between philosophy 

and law pertains to the connectivity of their underlying concept, theory, and 

evolution of law. 

 

Throughout the years, the concept of liberty is protected under the 

International Bill of Human Rights, the Philippine Constitution, and other relevant 

international conventions and domestic laws. It revolves around various freedoms 

that we currently enjoy and protects such rights from abuses. It can be the most basic 

freedom such as the freedom of speech, expression, enjoyment of religion, right to 

be secure in their person, right to travel, and right to information. A person who 

enjoys liberty under the rule of law benefits from the responsible exercise of freedom 

without the fear of reprisal, threat, violence, or coercion. However, it does not mean 

that such freedom is absolute. Justice Isagani A. Cruz avers:  

 

“[I]t is now obligatory upon the State itself to promote social justice 

xxx [t]hese functions, while traditionally regarded as merely ministrant 

and optional, have been made compulsory by the Constitution.”3 

 

Thus, the exercise of such freedom should still be with some degree of restraint 

from the rule of law as to regulate the exercise of such freedom by others. For 

instance, to peaceably assemble, one must observe legitimate regulatory measures. 

Another instance is that freedom of expression can be curtailed when such 

constitutes the crime of libel or other defamatory acts. 

 

Meanwhile, the second concept under this philosophy revolves around 

prosperity.  Prosperity is a state wherein people enjoy growth, success, and economic 

well-being.4 But the concept of prosperity does not only refer to economic prosperity 

but also refers to cultural and social prosperity. Prosperity is not only limited to 

monetary wealth but also other forms of wealth, such as creative expressions, arts, 

music, language, and cultural heritage, among others. 

 

There exists a correlation between liberty and prosperity as Justice Panganiban 

aptly describes them as the “twin beacons” and both must go together with the rule 

of law. A country is not genuinely prosperous without liberty as people do not have 

their most basic rights which is the hallmark of a truly prosperous country. On the 

other hand, liberty without restraint cannot result in prosperity as this would result 

 
2 Summa Theologica [S.T.], Q.90, Article 1. 
3 Spouses Badillo v. Tayag, G.R. Nos. 143976 & 145846, [April 3, 2003], 448 PHIL 606-624 
4 Merriam-Webster Dictionary. (n.d.) Prosperity Definition. Retrieved from Merriam-Webster Dictionary: 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prosperity  

https://cdasiaonline.com/laws/26887
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prosperity


in a chaotic society where everyone does whatever they do. Thus, the rule of law 

comes into the picture as it synchronizes the twin beacons wherein it balances the 

exercise of liberty to achieve prosperity. 

 

 

Embodying the Philosophy of Liberty and Prosperity under the Rule of Law 

through its Amalgamation with Education 

  

Every future legal practitioner must champion the holistic and duly recognized 

rights of the Filipinos. As the said philosophy envisions the mutual respect and 

empowerment of civil, economic, political, social, and cultural rights, integrating the 

credo into my life as a law student, an educator, and a future legal practitioner will 

be impactful to my vocation as a future lawyer.  However, the recent trends in the 

Philippines pose a significant threat to the realization of the philosophy.  

 

One of the threats to the fulfillment of the philosophy is the so-called 

“infodemic”. It is undeniable that the growth of social media exposure and internet 

exposure among Filipinos has significantly increased in recent years. As reported by 

the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) in the 2013 Functional Literacy, Education 

and Mass Media Survey (FLEMMS), about 43.9% of Filipinos were exposed to 

social media, while about 42.1% were exposed to the internet for research work 

purposes.5 Notably, in just six years, the exposure of the Filipinos to the internet had 

grown significantly. In 2019, 73.9% of Filipinos were exposed to social media, while 

63.6% were exposed to the internet for emails or research work-related matters.6 It 

is noteworthy that there is a little yet increasing difference between those who used 

the internet for social media and those who used it for work-related purposes. While 

this is supposedly a welcoming development as the proper use of the internet, 

including social media, can be used to uplift the lives of the Filipinos, a survey 

published in February 2022 revealed that more than half of the Filipinos, or about 

51% find it very/somewhat difficult to spot fake news.7 Some of the misinformation 

and disinformation spread online is related to matters concerning law and the legal 

profession. There can be no genuine liberty if the ideas and decisions are derived 

 
5 Philippine Statistics Authority (2013).  2013 Functional Literacy, Education, and Mass Media Survey. Retrieved 

from Philippine Statistics 
Authority:https://psa.gov.ph/sites/default/files/2013%20FLEMMS%20Final%20Report.pdf  
6  Philippine Statistics Authority (2019).  2019 Functional Literacy, Education, and Mass Media Survey Final Report. 

Retrieved from Philippine Statistics Authority: https://psa.gov.ph/sites/default/files/2019-FLEMMS-Final-
Report_Signed_FULL%20VERSION_15%20January%202021rev.pdf  
7 Social Weather Stations (2022). Fourth Quarter 2021 Social Weather Survey: 69% of adult Filipinos say the 

problem of fake news in media is serious. Retrieved from Social Weather Stations: 
http://www.sws.org.ph/swsmain/artcldisppage/?artcsyscode=ART-20220225130129  



from false information; authentic prosperity is not truly attained unless the truth is 

used as a foundation in attaining such. 

 

To address this “infodemic”, I want to be part of the solution to this growing 

problem so I use my knowledge as a law student and my skill as an educator to 

combat misinformation and disinformation. I always make sure to make myself 

available to those who would want to ask about my knowledge of the law, history, 

or a combination of both.  This year, a former batchmate of mine in my 

undergraduate studies randomly asked me about taxation and the importance of 

paying taxes. It might be surprising for some people to know, but this friend of mine 

was confused about taxation and the implications of not paying taxes because of 

what she read online. In response to her query, I used my humble knowledge of the 

law to correct her misconceptions. I told her that in case of doubts as to the posts and 

videos online, she may also visit legitimate sources of information such as the 

Bureau of Internal Revenue for matters related to taxation, and the Supreme Court 

for jurisprudence and judicial issuances. 

 

Another instance where I had an opportunity to educate someone is when a 

friend of mine contacted me and asked about her actions concerning the freedom of 

expression. She observed that people across social media platforms made heated 

exchanges of arguments, ignorantly or maliciously sharing false information, as well 

as the utilization of the line “respect my opinion” for matters that are not even 

considered opinions. In our conversation, I told her that while it is true that the 

Constitution stipulates the freedom of expression, it does not mean to say that it has 

no limitations. One must remember that every right has a corresponding obligation 

that must be fulfilled. Failure to observe such duty may lead to problems, including 

legal issues such as criminal charges (like libel or slander depending on how the 

malicious imputation is presented). Even with limited knowledge about the law, I 

told her that the basic principle to be remembered is that we have the right to exercise 

our rights for as long as we do not step on other people’s rights. In the exercise of 

our rights, we must be responsible enough to remind ourselves that we have a 

corresponding accountability every time we invoke our rights. 

 

As for the “respect my opinion” statement, I told her that we should not confuse 

fact with opinion. Also, misinformation and disinformation are not opinions. Thus, 

they have to be corrected to avoid people from being astray due to false information. 

The importance of truth can be also elucidated by the exercise of law, when 

witnesses stand before the court, they are required to take an oath, to tell the truth, 

and nothing but the truth. They will be charged with perjury if they purposefully 

declare an untruth statement. It is important to truly understand the significance of 



the truth to carry out what is lawful and right as the law recognizes and upholds the 

truth. 

 

I believe that by educating our citizens on what is the essence of law at a level 

that can be personally understood by them, we can truly achieve the real meaning of 

liberty which is grounded on truthful and well-informed decisions. Meanwhile, a 

citizenry that has a good understanding and appreciation of law is vital for long-term 

and consistent prosperity. It may be overlooked, but it is necessary for law students 

and future lawyers like me to use education. Education shall then be the bridge 

between the populace’s lack of knowledge of law or ignorance thereof and to end 

misinformation and disinformation so that all of us can have the maximum 

enjoyment of our rights. One must remember that ignorance of the law or 

misinformed knowledge about it subjects people to potential curtailments or 

violations of the rights that are endowed to them. 

 

However, in educating the public about the rule of law, the laws, and their 

importance, one must be mindful of the approach to be used to achieve the goal. 

Another threat to philosophy is the rise of anti-intellectualism in the country. This is 

visible in different venues, such as schools, workplaces, homes, or social media 

platforms. This is observed in some day-to-day expressions such as “Eh di ikaw na 

ang matalino”, and “Eh di wow!”, among others. Moreover, given the notion of 

many Filipinos about the concepts involving law as far-fetched, elite matters that do 

not concern them, a potential and forceful backlash may be expected depending on 

the approach to be used in educating the public. Thus, as a law student and a future 

lawyer, I should teach the public, especially those who are within my scope of 

influence, such as my students, friends, and colleagues that law must be understood 

not as an unrelatable abstract concept. Instead, the law is an instrument that secures 

our rights regardless of our statuses in life. The law also sees everyone as equally 

important to our country’s nation-building. I should highlight that the law is not a 

distant matter but a friend and an ally that protects us from potential abuses by 

different forces, may they be private individuals or government agents. My goal is 

to not alienate anyone when they hear or encounter law but to bring it close to them 

by letting them understand that it is essential to promote a just and orderly society 

where people can freely exercise their rights. 

 

In my workplace, I realize that I unknowingly adopted the said philosophy in 

my history classes. It has always been part of my discussion to incorporate the 

evolution of the Philippine Constitution from 1899 to the present. In my lectures and 

activities, I make sure that my students exhibit a genuine and holistic understanding 

of how we currently enjoy our rights, such as the freedom of religion, right of 



suffrage, freedom of expression, principles and state policies, branches of the 

government, as well as the consequences of failing to exercise diligence in protecting 

our rights. I use my profession to inculcate to the minds of my students that the 

liberties that we are currently enjoying are products of the sacrifices of our ancestors. 

I always remind them that just like what Jose Rizal emphasized in one of his writings 

during his second visit to Europe, we must continue to persevere to educate and 

value our rights. The more people who are knowledgeable about their rights, the 

lesser the possibility that someone will take away the rights that we are currently 

enjoying. I encourage my students to share with others what they have realized based 

on our discussions. I always tell them that by teaching others the significance of 

freedom and the stories behind the attainment of each freedom, the more people will 

value our rights. On the other hand, I frequently share with my students that a lack 

of appreciation, knowledge, and respect for individual rights in exchange for 

personal interests may lead to the country’s collective downfall, just like what 

happened several times in our country’s history. 

 

Based on the current situation, when I become a lawyer, I will use education 

and my knowledge of the law to fight misinformation and disinformation and bring 

the law closer to the hearts and minds of our citizens. I believe that by promoting 

law through education, ignorance will be cured. I will never forget what our great 

hero Jose Rizal had mentioned in his inspiring message to the courageous women of 

Malolos:   

 

“Ignorance is servitude, because as a man thinks, so he is; a man 

who does not think for himself lacks personality; the blind man who 

allows himself to be guided by the thought of another is like the beast led 

by a halter.”  

 

By fighting ignorance with the help of education, our people will be 

knowledgeable enough about their rights. This is essential to end the cycle of human 

rights abuses and to help them enjoy their rights. The complete enjoyment of the 

rights will provide for the overall satisfaction of our people, may it be their material 

or nonmaterial needs. Because of this, even if I will become a lawyer, I will not stop 

with my advocacy for education since the combination of both education and law 

are influential and long-lasting tools that can give positive developments to society. 

 

Aside from the abovementioned things that I will do or continue to do, I will 

carry on with volunteer programs or events that empower our citizens to exercise 

their rights. I will fight for those people whose rights are arbitrarily denied by 

abusive members of society through free legal services. I will ensure that the rule of 



law shall be applied equally to all citizens regardless of their status in life. Moreover, 

I will continue to uphold this quotation which the great former President Magsaysay 

famously said that a person “who has less in life should have more in law." 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Knowing one’s philosophy is essential for a well-directed life. Lack of a clear 

philosophy in life risks a person going astray. Students who do not know the reason 

for learning the law and legal practitioners who do not understand the value or 

purpose of the law are at risk of being rogue or directionless. With this philosophy, 

people will enjoy real progress without excesses that may eventually harm other 

people. As a teacher and a law student, I will continue to use my knowledge in 

education and law to influence the people around me and for them to have a more 

holistic appreciation of the rule of law. Embodying the philosophy fulfills the law’s 

exact purpose: that both prosperity and liberty are equitably and justly enjoyed by 

people, especially those who are “the last, the least, and the lost.” By championing 

the philosophy, both the citizens and the country will enjoy equitable, holistic, and 

sustainable development. 

 


