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Never have our people had greater need than today for great
lawyers, and for young men and women determined to be great
lawyers. Great lawyers—not brilliant lawyers. A scoundrel may be,
and often is, brilliant; and the greater the scoundrel, the more
brilliant the lawyer. But only a good man can become a great
lawyer: For only a man who understands the weaknesses of men
because he has conquered them in himself: who has the courage to
pursue his ideals though he knows them to be unattainable... only
such a man would so command respect that he could persuade and
never resort to force.

— Jose “Ka Pepe” Diokno

For many people, choosing a career path is a quarterlife crisis waiting to
happen. In the age of millennials, where choice is virtually unlimited and people
are constantly looking to find and dig into their niche—to be “different” and to
stand out from the crowd—“what do you want to do?” has become a sensitive
topic to be broached with caution. Luckily for me, that was not the case; as
early as my junior year in high school, I was fairly set on becoming a lawyer.
“An ace attorney,” I would beam with pride as I told my family and my closest
friends. While I was spared the conundrum of discovering what I wanted to do
in life however, vocational certainty did not mean understanding. 1 relished in
building my hopes and dreams like towers and yet I had a rather rudimentary
grasp of what lawyers did. My high school teachers told me that lawyers were

all about fighting for justice. But what is justice? What do lawyers really fight
for?

Justice is gray area whose contours we can only attempt to define with
precision. In broad strokes, justice is the state of fairness under prevailing
factual circumstances. Justice, in its most nascent of definitions, means giving
to another what is his due. As an ideal and as a virtue, it is something that we

have been building towards since the birth of our nation. But what does it
demand from us?

Our very own Constitution, in Section 9, Article II, dares to define what
justice entails and commands the State to “promote a just and dynamic social

order that will ensure the prosperity and independence of the nation, and free
the people from poverty.” By and large, this constitutional mandate is designed










home to give way to the construction of Kaliwa Dam in Quezon. She wants to
become a teacher someday, but finds that the current facilities in her settlement

are largely inadequate. Krizia Mae does not understand why her community had
to relocate.

The narratives of Little Prince and Krizia Mae are but two of myriad
stories that need to be told to and heard by those in the core of society. Since the
persons living on the margins lack the voice to pass on their narratives and to
espouse their own cause, however, they require agency. This is where, I believe,
the legal profession and advocacy come in. We claim to live under the rule of
law, but without the instrumentalities to bridge the gap between established
rights and the underserved, the deep-seated inequalities that we have today will
endure for generations to come. Thus, a discussion of Article III of the
Constitution is a hifalutin, largely academic exercise unless it can be
concretized and brought down to the level of the common tao. And so I believe
this is the lawyer’s fask: a lawyer must stand at the helm of the law and, through

the strength of advocacy and the power of persuasion, turn liberty and
prosperity into concrete reality.

bk

When I was growing up, I developed the notion that a great lawyer is one
who can speak his mind freely, compellingly, and defiantly. A lawyer is, first
and foremost, an advocate—one who is called to champion another person’s
cause, when the latter cannot himself do so. I was not a particularly big boy,
even when I was an adolescent, and so physical strength was never my forte. It
comes as no surprise, therefore, that becoming a lawyer spoke to me on many

levels. Fiery oratory: it was the weapon of choice that I hoped to brandish
skillfully one day.

Childhood dreams are attractive because they tend to be ideal, while
conveniently discounting realities. In my first year of law school, it dawned on
me that the path of law meant serious and competitive business. Perhaps it was

the professors, who relentlessly tried to catch us out of step. Or my classmates
who, even in their free time, discusscd their own versions of “What happened in

this case?” Or maybe it was my Type-A personality which made me feel a
constant need to compete with myself. In my first year, I developed the notion










It has been said that the rule of law is the great equalizer and yet, without
lawyers, the law is rendered fictional and out of reach, especially for those at the
fringes of society. Prosperity and liberty under the rule of law: these are
laudable goals but without agency to bridge them to the beneficiaries, a wide
chasm will continue to isolate the underserved. And so this is the lawyer’s
mission: s’he must learn the power of advocacy—learn to harness it, and
become the voice that resonates when others go silent.
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My Gateway to Becoming Superman and Bill Gates

“Everyone carries a part of society on his shoulders; no one is
relieved of his share of responsibility by others. And no one can find a
safe way for himself if society is sweeping towards destruction.
Therefore everyone, in his own interests, must thrust himself
vigorously into the intellectual battle. No one can stand aside with
unconcern: the interests of everyone hang on the result. Whether he
chooses or not, every man is drawn into the great historical struggle,
the decisive battle into which our epoch has plunged us.”
- Ludwig von Mises, Austrian School economist

I was a kid of the 90°s, and a considerable chunk of my growing up was
spent watching television series with my mother. Aithough at the time it might not
be appropriate yet at my age, one particular series I used to watch with her is the
show Kapag Nasa Katwiran, Ipaglaban Mo!, which portrays real-life cases. At the
time, what sticks to me are the cases of murder or homicide, -and rape, where
victims and suspects alike come from the impoverished or the least well-off sectors
of the society. The show also instilled in me at a young age the symbol of the
scales of justice, which at that age, my mother explained to me to mean that: in
law, everyone is on equal footing; supposedly, it does not matter whether you are
rich or poor, It did not mean much to me at the time; I don’t care why the symbol
has to be that way. I was neither conscious of our status in the community, nor was
I interested, even at the slightest, to pursue the study of law. I was selfishly content
that the stories 1 watched happened to other people and not to our family. I was
least concerned how the law and the scales of justice could affect my life and my
freedom as a person to live the life that I believe I deserve. I was not conscious that
I would be a Superman and Bill Gates in the making.

My personal taste and distaste of liberty and prosperity

I was lucky enough to be accommodated in a private school from my
preparatory to secondary school. I was also blessed to be sent to a university in the
metropolitan when 1 entered college. Living alone, 1 experienced the teenage
freedom of being away from my parents, from being out of the bounds of curfew,
of strict home rules, and stringent study times. I also felt a little well-off, being
able to study in a prestigious university, along with other really well-off students at
that. 1 developed circle of friends, within which I share and exchange ideas and
opinions, and within which, unconsciously, I was able to exercise how I express













2016 FLP Scholarship Program | Castillo, Kaycelle Anne M.

freedom, get to tilt the scales of justice. And I have learned that in each case, how

the scales of justice is tilted determines the immediate, if not the lasting fate, of the
people involved.

In terms of liberty, history would tell us that in the case of Ferdinand
Marcos, the Supreme Court upheld the power of the President to deny his return to
the country in light of national security®. In terms of economy, while the
Disbursement Acceleration Program under the past administration was a program
designed to promote economic growth, such was struck down because of violation
of the Constitution’. There are numerous other instances that can run on the list of
how liberty, prosperity, and the rule of law, are so intertwined, that in each case,
every surrounding circumstance must be weighed to arrive at the most effective
and efficient decisions. It is my inference then that all efforts can be in vain if there
is no good justice system to promote the rule of law.

How do I place myself in the picture

I now place upon myself, as a student of law aiming to enter the legal
profession, the duty to carry upon my shoulder a share of the burden of the society
as Ludwig von Mises had said. I shall do so in light of how events currently tum
out. I ask myself these questions: Is there disarray between the government and the
citizens? Do the public have doubts in the members of the Congress who are
supposed to craft the laws? Do the nation cast doubt upon the supposed
impartiality of the judiciary? Do the people impute corruption in the government in
general? Do they really see the useless role of some government institutions? Is the
country’s democracy already fragile? Will there be continuous economic reform?

How do I — a small dot in the whole system — get into the picture?

I shall resolve this question through establishing how important the life of a
lawyer is:

“Lawyers are expected to abide by the tenets of morality, not
only upon admission to the Bar but also throughout their legal career,
in order to maintain one's good standing in that exclusive and honored
fraternity. Good moral character is more than just the absence of bad
character. Such character expresses itself in the will to do the

® Marcos vs. Manglapus, G.R. No. 88211, September 15, 1989.
7 Araullo et. al. vs. Aquino et. al,, G.R. No. 209287, July 1, 2014.







Making the ocean less salty: An advocacy for a more civilized public discourse.
Kevin Ken S. Ganchero
L Discourse as a keystone of democracy.

Freedom of speech is the “bright and consummate flower of all liberty.”
Beyond prose, this phrase is a reminder for all societies that aspire to be truly
democratic: that without freedom of speech, there is no liberty. A common trait of
all democratic governments is the recognition that sovereignty resides in the people
who directly, or through their duly elected representatives, shape public policy. In
these societies, every opinion or dissent — is a drop in an ocean of discourse.
Ideally, this whole mass of ideas would condense into the best of solutions, laws
and actions that the people can collectively pursue. Admittedly, this is a
painstaking process. Nevertheless, we pursue this ideal as a promise to ourselves
that whatever action we take as group has passed the proverbial test of fire and is,
as far as practicable, fair to everyone.

Since I was a college freshman, 1 participated in debate tournaments and
won my fair share of awards. Initially, it was all about the competition. I had a
change in perspective when, in an interview, I was asked a simple but disarming
question: “What’s the point of debating? What’s the point of having people talk
and clash with one another?” Being relatively unexposed to discourse outside of
competitive debate circuits, the answer did not come to me soon enough in order to
leave a good impression on my interviewers. Regrettably, the answer came to me
when 1 was already taking up constitutional law in law school. The better answer is
that healthy debate is crucial for discourse in this complicated system we call
democracy because the entire system which includes the laws, policies and even
the roster of elected public servants can only be as good as the discourse that put
them in place. We are the ones who decide who gets elected, which laws get
passed, and which policies are pursued. Before we decide, we always discuss.

After that realization, I took on the advocacy of sharing my knowledge of
proper argumentation to young people in order to encourage more productive
public discussions and to weed out the habits that poison the ocean of discourse
early such as cursing, degrading, humiliation and intimidation. These habits do not
inspire intelligent discussion that is the foundation of a vibrant democracy. To this
end, I’ve retired from competitive debating taught in workshops and seminars here
and abroad. I am also a regular judge in local debate tournaments. For me, this is
more than just “paying it forward™. It is a personal advocacy borne out of my hope
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government. It is a core feature of democracy. Nineteenth century theorists” and
modern day organizations such as the World Justice Project’ point to its four
fundamental principles: First, the government and its officials and agents are
accountable under the law; Second, the laws are clear, publicized, stable and fair,
and protect fundamental rights, including security of persons and property; Third,
the process by which laws are enacted, administered and enforced is accessible,
fair and efficient; and Fouwrth, access to justice is provided by competent,
independent and ethical adjudicators, attorneys or representatives and judicial
officers who are of sufficient numbers, have adequate resources, and reflect the
make-up of the community they serve.

“Liberty and prosperity” which the rule of law aims to keep in place, for me,
is relative. While there is no question on what liberty pertains to, prosperity can be
many things. For some, it means economic or financial well-being. For me,
prosperity could also mean being able to live in a community with people who
guard it against arbitrary restrictions. A prosperous society is where the citizens
guard their liberties zealously with the understanding that doing so is the only way
they can freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.* Autocrats
may promise prosperity and security but only a free society would guarantee that
the mentioned promises would redound to the benefit of all and not just a selected
few.

In light of the recent developments here and around the world where radical
groups coming from disillusioned sectors call for the circumvention of due process
to get immediate results,” the mentioned list should be expanded to include another

2 See for instance the works of Albert Van Dicey and of Friedrich A. Hayek, The
Road to Serfdom 72 (U Chicago, 1944) and Friedrich A. Hayek, The Constitution
of Liberty 208 (U Chicago, 1960) cited by Todd J. Zywicki, Associate Professor of
Law, George Mason University School of Law in Rule of Law, Freedom and
Prosperity: A Symposium Sponsored By the Law and Economics Center at George
Mason University School of Law: The Rule of Law, Freedom and Prosperity, 10 S.
Ct. Econ. Rev. 1 (2002).
3 The World Justice Project® is an independent, non-profit organization advancing
the rule of law worldwide available at http://worldjusticeproject.org/who-we-are
last accessed September 13, 2016.
* UN General Assembly, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 16
December 1966, United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 999, p. 171 [ICCPR].

See Donald Trump’s Contempt for the Rule of Law available at
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/07/opinion/the-judicial-system-according-to-
donald-trump.htm!? =0 ; The EU and the Rise of Extremism and Populism: How










needs young blood. It needs young people who still have some optimism left in
them who have the energy and enthusiasm to propose reforms when necessary.

Laws and policies change as often as public officials come and go. What 1
hope to achieve is to make a substantial contribution towards enriching public
discourse by encouraging people to become more responsible and reasonable
participants — to see beyond petty differences and mistakes and look at the bigger
picture. I want people to understand the important role of their opinion in affecting
policy and that they should be responsible for their opinions and criticisms no
matter how small these are in comparison to the much larger ocean of discourse. I
want them to realize that “the aim of argument, or of discussion, should not be
victory but progress.”®

8 Joseph Joubert







development and prosperity in isolation. Liberty and Prosperity however, were
often treated separately and worse in complete disregard or isolation with the other.
But who can we blame for that? Facts and previous data suggest that albeit our
nature requires us to walk in perfect harmony we would rather choose and be
plagued with just either or even none of these essentials, which is in complete
disregard of our purpose and faculties’ ability. As we examine some human
behaviors we would see people acting as if they are god, although they are no more
than men in complete ignorance acting that they know everything and could live in
isolation. States as well act with utter superiority, struggling for their quest for
power, affirmation and dominance. This might be stretching the point but these
behaviors can be attributed due to the failure to observe basic principles of
interdependencewhich failure in practice and continuous denial hereof would result
to instability and downfall. An illustration can be shown by what happened in our
country during martial law, because of our leader’s desire to “achieve prosperity”
thru unwarranted control and by giving a very high premium to stability which at
the end of it backfired not just to the President’s leadership and administration but
also to our country. Instead of prosperity what we received are revolutions, coup
d’état, and the glorious people power, all because of the lack of balance and
interdependence of liberty and prosperity. History told us that to a certain extent,
our péople’s liberty was denied resulting to the natural consequence of an
unsatisfied populace who because of such denial of human rights, due process and
liberty revolted to be freed from the clutches of dictatorship.

As 1 continue to study law, I realized that our laws are astoundingly
beautiful although at the same time I recognize its own shortcomings and
limitations. To some students of law they may say that they want to study the
same to liberate others from abuse and denial of rights. While to some they may
assert that they wanted to become lawyers simple because they want to earn and
enrich themselves. As to the two views, notably, our Code of Professional
Responsibility rightfully and logically responds by saying that a lawyer owes
fidelity to the cause of his client and he shall be mindful of the trust and confidence
reposed in him (Canon 17). This implies that as a lawyer we are not engaged in a
mere money making business, instead we owe fidelity to the real purpose of our
profession which is the safeguarding of liberty and nurturing of prosperity under
the rule of law. That is why in the words of Chief Justice Panganiban in BURBE v.
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MAGULTA “Lawyering is not a business; it is a profession in which duty to public
service, not money, is the primary consideration”. As lawyers, and responsible
citizens of the Republic of the Philippines we hold the duty to the public of
safeguarding the rights of our fellow under the rule of law and at the same time to
promote their prosperity within the bounds of the law.

In my day to day journey at the University of Santo Tomas, my usual routine
is to first ride the tricycle bound to Hi-top Anonas. From there I will walk to the
Light Rail Transit (LRT) to ride the train bound to Legarda. I will then again find
myself riding a pedicab or tricycle to eventually reach my destination, UST. In the
midst of this daily routine I would always encounter a poor and helpless old
woman in the streets of Anonas. My first and honest response is to pray for her and
oftentimes, I would also give her whatever kind of food or snack I have inside my
bag. As a student, that was the only thing I know I can do for her considering that I
may not have the sufficient funds and also because my mindset was always
preoccupied with many other things including the difficult law subjects.

One Friday afternoon, my mom decided to go to Quiapo so I decided to
travel along with her since we’re both bound to Manila. In this travel again we
encountered the old woman. This time my mom saw what I did. Notably however
mom said jokingly “Panay pambara lang binibigay mo, susunod samahan mo ng
tubig naman”. From that simple joke I realized that mama was right. Indeed, I
could do more than that. Yes, I might have save the old woman from her hunger
during that day but the question remain unanswered, did 1 really help her on her
struggle that way? I may not have because I have failed to give her water or I may
have done my part. But, from that simple instance I learned a bunch of things. I
realized that sometimes we are too focused on doing good om ome aspect.
Moreover, when that one aspect is already an act of doing well (like giving some
food to the needy) we are often satisfied without delving deeper as to the real need
and mourning of our brethren. Indeed we usually respond in a shallow way. In a
similar vein, as a law student, I believed before that my calling as a lawyer starts
and ends by safeguarding the liberty of my fellow, until I saw a different light.

As future lawyers, we must safeguard and advocate the value of promoting

our brothers and sisters well-being. It is not sufficient that we just act and expect
that our real long term ouicome would be realized by focusing on only giving food
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this require transforming myself into an advocate of such philosophy. Currently,
after being oriented with the value and realizing that liberty and prosperity must
indeed be espoused by each and every lawyer, I am already asking myself in each
and every legal question that I face on how I would apply the interdependence of
liberty and prosperity under the rule of law. This is manifested by the line of
questions in my mind that now already works this way “How can I help solve
his/her/their legal problem and at the same time help them live a good life after it,
by promoting their prosperity?”

Indeed, this line of thinking perhaps goes out of the norm as of now because
students often only think of answering the question at hand without considering the
- consequence afterwards, but I submit that with sufficient advocates starting from
the grassroots which is inside the law school where future lawyers are being honed,

liberty and prosperity under the rule of law would eventually be the name of the
field.

An illustration of the above is when 1 studied the Intellectual Property Law.
Normally, I would study it for the purpose of leaming the underlying policy and
solution answered by the law, like to promote and protect intellectual creations.
But nowadays, I am thinking beyond it like responding beyond. I am now more
inclined in asking how that law can help promote the prosperity of the
stakeholders. For example, on the part of the intellectual property owners, this law
would encourage creativity, invention and innovation because of the reward of
exclusive rights to their respective creations that can be used to recover the cost
and effort of their production. On the other hand, for the part of the government, if
this law would be successful in ifs goal of protecting Intellectual property rights
and at the same time of preventing if not eradicating illegal sale and transaction of
any product of imitation of intellectual properties, our government funds allocated
for the administrative expenses would be minimized and would be used for some
other general welfare purposes. Hence, supporting what I have said earlier that our
law is beautiful that in espousing both ways—Iliberty and prosperity.

Moreover, with respect to. our law on transportation I submit that the current
proscription to the so called “Kabit system” must be given teeth by a proposed
penalty for its violators. For currently, I believe that the law and jurisprudence only
caters to the civil aspect of reimbursing the victims as to the damage it directly
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cause them without considering the public that is still chilled by the fear of being
one of the victims of recklessness, the root of which is the lack of check and
responsibilities established among this kabit system users. Again, liberty from fear
by the public and prosperity by the assurance or security.

- In addition, as a current understudy of the UST Law Review I hope to
someday use the journal as an avenue to espouse the philosophy of the foundation
by promoting its importance through the journal that is annually published by the
Facult. Hence, as a law student, I believe that my enthusiasm for studying criminal
law, political law and civil law must likewise flow with my study of the other
fields and branches of law on the premise that in order to fully cater the best
solution to our society, it warrants that we produce dynamic lawyers and equip
them with the tools of espousing liberty and prosperity.

Second, as a future lawyer, I will apply the philosophy of safeguarding
liberty and the nurturing of prosperity under the rule of law by always considering
the philosophy as a goal in every area of my work as a lawyer. In civil cases, since
it is our duty as lawyers to first examine the merits of every claim before accepting
a case, I must bear in my mind and heart, that liberty and prosperity must be
achieved. This follows that if the case clearly warrants an honest direct statement
that you better just settle it because your side might be on the losing end, I must do
it notwithstanding missing the opportunity of gaining work and money. Indeed, the
duty mandated by the Code of Ethics must be practiced and must not be left in the
papers dormant. Consequently, by being faithful to this ethical requirement at all
times (which 1 submit would be very difficult for most practitioners) the liberty
from an unfounded lawsuit would be really realized and at the same time
promoting the prosperity of the stakeholders by saving them from the expenses of
lawsuit. On the otherhand, with respect to criminal cases, I would be the guardian
of the poor faced by criminal charges who cannot afford the benefits of a real
counsel who often do the task merely as a work but not as an advocate. I owe my
fidelity to God first and foremost, hence, I will do my best in advocating that the
pain of penalty must be carefully thought of and examined before it would be
imposed to any individual. Hence, I will assure that their rights will be fully
protected within the bounds of the law.
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As an illustration, nowadays, many people were charged by cases related to
drugs or the airport related dilemma of the “tanim Bala”. To an extent, some are
said to be victims of planting of evidence or false accusations. As a lawyer
advocate I would pay extra effort and attention to these victims. Consequently, by
acting within the bounds of judicial ethics I would offer myself to represent our
poor brethren prejudiced by this kind of societal ill. Indeed, in this way I did not
only help liberate our poor fellow from these kinds of idle activities but likewise I
would be promoting the fight against corruptions by checking the illegal activities
which perhaps involve some of our government officials. In this way I believe that
the liberty of our people and the general prosperity of our nation is espoused.

Consequently, since college I already envisioned myself speaking before the
public espousing a worthwhile advocacy. I view myself as a future professor of
law. With liberty and prosperity under the rule of law now embedded within my
DNA and personal philosophy, I believe that I would be able to spread and share
its value to a wider number of people. Moreover, as a professor of law I view this
position as a catalyst of change, since as I have mentioned earlier law school serves
as the key institution in which future lawyers were molded and trained. Just like

how the container shapes the water, our law institutions shapes what kind of future
lawyers we would become.

Often the masses are plundered and do not know it, that is why they nced
advocates. Hence, as a lawyer I take the task of minimizing the bondage of poverty
and hunger by studying, applying and promoting the rule of law. For after all, as in
the words of Bastiat, Claude Frederic—Life, Liberty, and property do not exist
because men have made laws. On the contrary, it was the fact that life, liberty, and
property existed beforehand that caused men to make laws in the first place. - THE
LAW (1850).
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SAFEGUARDING LIBERTY AND NURTURING PROSPERITY UNDER
THE IMPERATIVE OF THE RULE OF LAW
by Ma. Janine V. Pedernal

In a country where adherence to due process and the rule of law is
uncompromising, it is indeed a well-settled principle that the law may be harsh but
is still the law, or dura lex sed lex. This legal maxim does not only refer to the
implementation and enforcement of the laws and to the administration of justice,
but also to safeguarding liberty, nurturing prosperity and conquering poverty.
Everything in this country does not always revolve around the orbit of politics,
economy, and justice. However, with the current changes in our political system,
especially with the new administration, we must also take into consideration the
minor details, not just the major issues or problems, as these would definitely have
great impact in the profession of law, and most importantly, to the public at large.

To an ordinary Filipino citizen, life has not always been the best with respect
to each aspect thereof. There are still Filipinos struggling to overcome poverty.
Consequently, other people might prefer surviving all the walks of life by settling
for less, and not wanting for more, such as not pursuing any educational attainment
as one of their options primarily because basic necessities should be prioritized,
and education is not treated as a priority. Other people also tend to become
devouring and self-centered, thus they become corrupt. And in worst cases, people
commit crimes to gain wealth, These are just few of the instances that might
happen just because of poverty. For the ordinary individuals, the rule of law has
often been disregarded in a sense that everything boils down to this — mequality.

It is then the public and civil society which strengthens the rule of law
through whatever contribution they may impart, such as mass opinion and
proposals for the enactment of laws. Apart from this, holding the public officials
and government institutions accountable to the people makes the rule of law
unbending. The relation between the public and the government, then, is a vital
element to promote one’s philosophy and to achieve his desired outcome of

protecting the rights of the citizens, sharing prosperity and reaching out to the poor
and the underprivileged.

Under the 1987 Philippine Constitution, it is the duty of the state to promote
social justice. Sacial justice, as defined by Justice Laurel in the landmark case of
Calalang v. Williams, is "neither communism, nor despotism, nor atomism, nor
anarchy,” but the humanization of laws and the equalization of social and
economic forces by the State so that justice in its rational and objectively secular
conception may at least be approximated. It means the promotion of the welfare of




all the people, the adoption by the government of measures calculated to insure
ecconomic stability of all the competent elements of society, through the
maintenance of a proper economic and social equilibrium in the interrelations of
the members of the community, constitutionally, through the adoption of measures
legally justifiable, or exitra-constitutionally, through the exercise of powers
underlying the existence of all governments on the time-honored principle of salus
populi est suprema lex.

Social justice is the very foundation of the philosophy of safeguarding
liberty and nurturing prosperity. Protecting and developing the right of all the
people to human dignity, reducing political, economic, and social inequalities, and
removing cultural inequities through a fair distribution of wealth and political
power for the common good are the underlying principles of my commitment to
espousc what I have learned in the field of law and apply them for the betterment
of both the nation and its citizens.

In safeguarding liberty, it is not necessary for us to be lawyers, judges, or
justices. Any choice of profession will do because regard for everyone’s right is
also everyone’s duty. A journalist can protect one’s liberty by writing whatever he
thinks is the truth. Those engaged in the field of medicine are also capable of doing
this by reaching out to remote areas and conducting voluntary medical missions for
the indigenous peoples and for those who cannot afford medical assistance.
Engineers and architects also allot their time and share their skills in building home
for the homeless and for those affected by calamities and other natural disasters.
Business enterprises also protect the rights of the laborers as the human asset of
every employer. Even students can be advocates of this aim as the youth has
always been the hope of our nation. Ordinary citizens, whether employed or
unemployed, are endowed with the freedom of expression and the right to petition
the government for the redress of their grievances. Lastly, through the use of social
media, all of us can express our thoughts, in a justifiable and decent manner, and
voice out our opinions, as part of our freedom of speech and of expression. In other
words, liberty does not only involve civil and political rights, but also the natural
and inherent rights of a person. Regard for human dignity is a must.

Sharing prosperity, on the other hand, does not always refer to money,
material possessions or to any tangible thing. It is about instilling in our minds that
peacekeeping is one of the abstract things that would bring prosperity and hope for
the future. As much as we need prosperity in economy, we also need prosperity in
kindness and decency. This prevents the evil of being corrupt and self-centered.
We need to nurture every individual’s perception of prosperity. Just because one is
poor or underprivileged, does not mean he cannot be prosperous. Of course he can,




be not financially. I think this has been the wrong connotation of this word. We
need to emphasize, cliché as it may seem, that money cannot buy us happiness.
Truly, money creates sustenance for living, aside from food and shelter; because,
basically, one cannot acquire food and shelter without finances. In the words of
Tacitus, prosperity is the measure or touchstone of virtue, for it is less difficult to
bear misfortune than to remain uncorrupted by pleasure. Thus, our goals must be
broad enough to include the needs of others,

In this case, Hilary Clinton and 1 would be on the same page. If a country
does not recognize minority rights and human rights, including women's rights,
you will not have the kind of stability and prosperity that is possible. And that
substantiates the correlation of liberty and prosperity based on my understanding.

Promoting, then, these philosophies is another thing, We must not be that
kind of person who is more of words than deeds. Personally, I am not writing this
essay just to comply with the requirements. I am writing this because I want it to
be read not just by my target readers, but by everyone. What I am implying here is
that being a law student, I understand how the world moves and how the
government works, not just through the legal aspect, but based on reality. Current
events and recent jurisprudence tell us that with the change in the administration,
certain improvements are to be expected, yet, danger cannot be avoided. Today’s
extrajudicial killing is really violative of the due process clause of the Constitution.
The imperative of the rule of law is that it must always be complied with, without
prejudice to the rights of any person. It is beyond doubt that the commission of a
crime is punishable under the law and preventing any person from its commission
or imposing penalties to those whe have been rendered guilty beyond reasonable
doubt, can be deemed as legal as to the purpose. Yet, we cannot take the law into
our own hands. Adherence to due process and to the rule of law is a must. Thus,
the right to life and the right to be presumed innocent until the contrary is proved
shall be upheld at all times. Consequently, rights, aside from those contained in the
Bill of Rights, such as natural rights, shall also be protected. This does not apply
only to the current issues in our country, but must apply to future events as well.

Nevertheless, a law student can promote the protection of the rights of others
by simply recognizing their right and giving them their due. We must not degrade
one’s dignity for the reason that they are poor or underprivileged. Instead, we must
extend both of our arms to help them or assist them in every possible way to
espouse their claims and grievances. We must also support their legitimate

advocacies, especially those of the women, the laborers, the youth and those
economically disadvantaged. '




We must not also impede other’s freedom of speech and of expression
through social media, but at the same time, we must also be accountable for our
entries or comments on social media sites. In the case of Vivares v. St. Theresa’s
College, a 2014 case penned by Justice Velasco, Jr., it is of the opinion that in a
social networking environment, privacy is no longer grounded in reasonable
expectations, but rather in some theoretical protocol better known as wishful
thinking. Thus, as a cyberspace community member, one has to be proactive in
protecting his or her own privacy. It is in this regard that many online social
networking users, especially minors, fail. Responsible social networking or
observance of the "netiquettes" must be observed, as one must have skills or
general wisdom to conduct himself/herself sensibly in a public forum.

I also believe that in nurturing prosperity, one’s means does not necessarily
refer to the financial aspect in order to achieve the said goal. As a law student, I
have the means to help others by imparting knowledge in the field of law,
especially when they have legal claims or suits. It can also be achieved by
rendering much of your time¢ — time to listen, time¢ to help, and time to
communicate — to others who are in need of it. Lastly, prosperity can be achieved

by showing kindness to others. And this 1s something not capable of any pecuniary
estimation.

The license to practice law in the Philippines is almost reachable. As such,
my legal career will then pave the way for new opportunities, new environment,
and new responsibilities. I can choose any path in the legal field, so long as it will
not negate my principles and philosophies in life. By then, I sull have to apply
what I have learned in law school and promote the same philosophies embodied in
this paper.

As a future lawyer, I can be a prosecutor, wherein I can stand on behalf of
the State in prosecuting crimes and in finding pieces of evidence that will justify
the offender’s sentence, as can be obtained from the court. I can also be corporate
lawyer, wherein I can be of legal aid to business enterprises which can provide
goods and services to the public. I can also be a labor lawyer, where I can take up
labor suits in favor of the labor or in favor of the employer, when warranted under
the circumstances. In other words, I do not have to specify what field of law 1 shall
take, because regardless of profession and of track I would choose, 1 still have to
uphold the rule of law in safeguarding liberty and nurturing prosperity.




But aside from these personal takes on the subject philosophies, we must

also take into account political, economic, and social growth, as well as good
governance in this country.

With respect to political growth, it would really depend upon the branches of
our government. The Legislative then is in charge of enacting measures as would
safeguard liberty and share prosperity in this country. Of course, this cannot be
done solely by ordinary citizens, like me. Laws must be enacted to promote social
justice and also to mandate any other matters as would be necessary for the
common good. The Judiciary shall not only be mindful in the interpretation of the
laws and in the administration of justice, but care must given in protecting and
preserving civil and political rights of the citizens, but also to nurture prosperity
through securing our people from poverty and iflness. The courts shall also uphold

rights of the public at large, when there are far-reaching implications in certain
cases.

Furthermore, upholding economic rights is also of the essence of these
philosophies. Under the Constitution, the State shall promote a just and dynamic
social order that will ensure the prosperity and independence of the nation and free
the people from poverty through policies that provide adequate social services,
promote full employment, a rising standard of living, and an improved quality of
life for all. Encouraging foreign investors, emergence of different business entities
and providing numerous jobs will surely attain the desired economic prosperity in

the country. Wealth must also be equitably diffused to the society, so that social
issues will be avoided.

Finally, Justice Panganiban onc¢ said his vision-mission — to look for
competent and ethical lawyers who are responsible, dependable and morally
upright; and who courageously uphold truth and justice above everything else. And
under the Code of Professional Responsibility, a lawyer is needed to observe his
duties to the society, to his legal profession, to the courts, and to the clients.
Lawyers shall not be blinded by money or any material gifts. But, lawyers must
observe the rule of law and help in safeguarding liberty and nurturing prosperity.

With the understanding of these philosophies, one must not dwell only on
the legal aspect, but also on the political, social, economic, cuitural, and
‘psychological aspects. The risk of sacrificing one phase of life is inevitable.
Adversity would be a necessary consequence. Nevertheless, with great respect to
the rights of one another and to the fair and equal distribution of wealth to the
public, the outcome then would be amity and economic progress.




